Using FIATA Documents
One of the benefits of BIFA membership
is the access to a range of internationally
accepted uniform transport documents.
These may be purchased from the
Association or printed under a licence
issued by BIFA in return for an annual fee.
The current prices can be found here.
The documents supplied by BIFA
include:
• FIATA Multimodal Bill of Lading (FBL)
• FIATA Multimodal Transport Waybill
(FWB)
• FIATA Forwarders Certificate of
Receipt (FCR)
These documents are only available
for the exclusive use of BIFA Trading
Member Companies and provide a
standard recognised world-wide by
other forwarders, banks, and
insurance companies.
Your liability insurance should cover the
issue of FIATA documents and BIFA is
obliged to see evidence of cover before
processing any orders.

The FIATA Multimodal Bill
of Lading (FBL)

FIATA Forwarders Certificate
of Receipt (FCR)

This document can fulfil several
functions. It is a negotiable document of
title and it can be used for multimodal
transport movements and as a
forwarder’s house bill of lading.

Although not so widely used the FCR is
occasionally called for in the case of exworks or FOB/FCA shipments and can
be a useful addition to the forwarder’s
range of documents.

FIATA Multimodal Transport
Waybill (FWB)

“It is a condition of both FIATA and BIFA
membership that an FCR form cannot be
used for shipments of steel and any such
use could invalidate liability insurance
cover”

Letters of Credit are more frequently
nominating waybills as an alternative to
an ocean bill of lading or other carriage
document. This requirement is met
by the FWB. In addition, members
who operate NVOC, groupage or
consolidation services will find this a
useful control document as an alternative
to a house bill of lading. This applies in
particular when there is no requirement
for banking purposes.

All FIATA documents are issued
according to strict controls
on format, layout and colour.
BIFA’s own licence agreement
with FIATA does not allow us to
deviate from these prescriptions.

As with the FBL this document can
be purchased with a unique reference
number or sold under licence and it is
subject to the same restrictions on the
FBL. A single FIATA licence will cover the
issue of both the FBL and the FWB.

To place an order for the above documents please send your request to:
Sarah Milton E: s.milton@bifa.org

W: bifa.org
Redfern House, Browells Lane, Feltham, Middlesex TW13 7EP United Kingdom
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